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NO THREAT THAT U. S. WILL ENTER THE WAR
STflTEINT OF LANSING WAS BOTH
MISCONSTRUED AND EXAGGERATED

REGARDING THE REAL PURPOSE OF THE NOTE SENT BY
PRESIDENT .WILSON.FIRST STATEMENT CAUSED CON¬
STERNATION IN OFFICIAL AND DIPLOMATIC CIRCLES
AND BROUGHT FORTH SECOND STATEMENT GIVING THE
REAL POSITION OF UNITED STATES . NO EFFORT TO

FORCE PEACE ON EUROPE.-

WASHINGTON. Dec. 21- President
Wilson^ note to the belligerents urg-
iug discussion of peace *«.< officially
Interpreted today as not bearing .io>
threat that tht? United States iuisjht
be forced to enter the war becanse of
the continued invasion of its rights,
by the warring powers on both sides.
This interpretation was; made late

today, by Secretary Lansing in a lor-

mal statement Lssued to overtake
what were characterized as wide¬
spread miscoflfcruetion placed on one

, . given out eai^R- In the day. saving
that because or the increasingly criti- j
cal position of the United States as a

neutral it was entitled to know, exact- ]
Iv what each belligerent seeks <in or-

rler that it might regulate its conduct
for the future. ;
Secretary Lansing's final ¦ slate-,

nient, formally prepared arid issued
after he had been called to the 'White !
Hous* for a conference with Presi-
.lent Wilson, declared that he had jiot J
intended to intimate that the United j
States was considering any change in
its policy of neutrality and that the
whole tone and language' -of the note
were sufficient to indicate its purpose
without further comment on his [.-art.

Mr. Lansing's first statement, made
orally and of which no official copy
was "distributed, led to exaggerations
of its language and purpose through-'
out official Washinsrton. Its most
striking phrases on which the widest
speculation was based were that the
United States was "drawing near the
verge of war'* and that. the ending of
the note "will indicate the posslbili-
ty of our being forced into the war"
and that neither he or President Wil-
«on regarded the note "as a peace
note." Secretary Lansing's first
statement was as follows:

The First Statement
"The reason for the sending of

the inote were as follows: r

"It isn't our material interest
wc had in mind when the note
was sent, but more and rrOre our

own rights are becoming involved
by the belligerents on both sides,
so that the situation is becoming
increasingly critical.

"I. mean by that, that we are

drawing nearer the verge of wjv
ourtelve8 and therefore we are
entitled to know exactly what
each belligerent seeks in order

^ may regulate our conduct

*y!o naffen has been sounded.
Nd^lpemsliie rati 001 of the German
overture*, or of the speech of
Lloyd Georige was taken into ac¬
count in the formation of the doc¬
ument. The only thing the ov«r-
tures did was to delay it a few
days. It was not decided to send
it until Monday. Of course; the

a. difficulties, that face the Presl-
,.

»dent were that it might be con-

.5 etrued as*' a movement toward
*" peace aind in aid of the German

overtures. He specifically denies
that that was the fact in the doc¬
ument Itself.1*
When word of -what the Secretary

WHEELING BOY FAINTS
ON WITNESS STAND

SAN FRANCISCO, Dec. 21.Franz
.-opp, German consul-general in Sai*
l-'rancisco. took the stand in his own

hair today in the government's suit
illegmg conspiracy on tho part o£ the
Gorman consular officials to hinder
,*r>d destroy munitions shipments to
ho Entente Allies. Bopp and six oth¬
ers are under indictment, including
Louis J. Smith, tho government"*
.hiet witness. .

.

Bopp. who was on the stand but a

short time, conceded that uoe consul
K. 11. Von Schack had employed C. C.
Crowley, a detective and Smith, a

former dynamite factory hand, dut
ing Bopp's absence in the early
months of the war. He insisted how¬
ever. the two were engaged as confi¬
dential agents to furnish evidence of
Entente violations of American neu¬

trality and not to place bombs in ene¬
my ships, trains and tunnels. *"

Bopp's testimony followed the sud¬
den fainting In court of Alonzo Smiu.
of Wheeling. \V. Va.. a nephew of
Louis J. Smith, who had testified that
Smith had boasted of having expected
to receive $20,000 from tiie United
States government for his testimony.
The lad completed his brief bir of
evidence and then let his head fall on

his chest, later goinif into convulsions
ill th© chambers of presiding United
States circuit Judge William 11. Hunt.
He was removed to a hospital.
Attorney John B. Wilson, of this

city, sperlal agent for the United
States department of justice, when
questioned as ;o whether or not an in¬
vestigation h;id been made in this city
regarding the alleged conspiracy in
which Franz Bopp is alleged to have
been implicated, told the Intelligencer
that such an investigation had been
made in this eitv. but that he was
not at liberty to disclose any part of
the nature of the investigation or of
its result.

High Power Wireless
Station for Porto Rico

Washington"^" -i. secretary
Daniels asked Congress today for
$40,0.000 for a high power wireless sta¬
tion in Po, to Rico.

Jfr. Daniels said the island i= of
"extreme strategic importance, iii con¬
nection with .Ik fleet oti< rartons. due
to its location, and «nii : profaned
.communication would b<> i-isured wit:i
tbe fleet, with Europe and with Souui
America to a stealer degree than by
any other means."

of State had said spread t hrouRiiout
the capital, it created the greatest,
consternation in official circles and
among the toreisu diplomats, many of
whom were calling at the State De¬
partment to receive th^ir copies of
the note dispatched to their capitals.

It became apparent tbat the secre¬

tary's statement was not fully ap¬
proved at th" White House, and that
tuere was question as to the* wis¬
dom of making any comment that
might be regarded as an adltion to
the note. The White House was con¬
cerned lest any word reach the for¬
eign capitals to be construed as indi-
catiiig trial the American note was

pnythinc but what It indicated on its
face. So. after a conference between
I'roaident Wilson and Secretary Lans¬
ing the statement was formally pre¬
pared and distributed at the State
Department. It follows:

The Second Statement.
"I have learned from several

quarters that a wrong impression
was made by the statement which
I made this morning, and I wish
to correct that impression.
"My intention was- to suggest

the very direct and necessary in-
terest which this country as one
of the neutral nations has in the
possible terms which the befl'gcr-
enta may have in mind, and I duj
not intend to intimate that the'
government was considering any
change in its policy of neutrality
which it has consistently pursued
in the face"*of constantly increas-
ing difficulties. '

"I regret that my words were
open to any other' construction as
I now realize that they were. I
think that the whole tone and Ian-
guage of the note to the belliger¬
ents show the purpose without
further comment on my part. It
is needless to say that I am un-

I reservedly in support /of that pur.
pose and hope to see it accom-
plished."

Comment Reserved.
At the White House no comment

! whatever was made on th* note itself,
nor on tho two statements by Secre-
tary Lansing. , 4
The German embassy gave no out-

ward evidence of concern over the

| sudden developments.
j Entente diplomats, at first at an

utter loss how. to handle the unex¬

pected situation, became convinced
that a clearer understanding of the

| necessities and purposes of the United
States proved that their fear of a

I move favorable to Germany was not
contemplated, and tliat this country
would not try to force peace on Eu¬
rope. Their -view grew that the
United States reared that unless the
peace proposals go through now. a

period of ruthlessness and retaliation
may set in on both sides wljich will
action.

It is indicated, therefore, that the
Allied diplomats will advise »heir pov-
ernments to view the note in a frienil-

(Continued on PAf! JTica.)

EVIDENCE FOUND OF
| A GOAL CONSPIRACY
j NEW" YORK. t>ec. 21. That there
are grounds for the suspicion that the

j recent increase in the price of coal
'was the result of an "artificial and il¬

legal combination" was the statemeut
made here today by George W. Ander-
son. federal district attorney at Bos¬
ton. -who is in charge of thevgovem-

. ment's national fuel and food inquiry.
| Mr. Anderson came here to confer
i with special assistant United States

I District Attorney Uenerul Prank W.
; Swacker. in charge ol the federal
grand jury invest '.gatlon in this city,

i after having held similar comVrences
[with the federal and local offices in

j Washington, Philadelphia, Cleveland
land Chicago.

"When there are indications that
the movement of coal has iieen check-
ed not only in railroads but at term¬
inals." Mr. Anderson said, "there is

; reason to suspect that surii action
¦probably is the result of an artificial
j and illegal combination designed to

. reap extortionate profits through a

! speculative market.
When you find coal brokers and coal

I dealers reconsigninjr coal '
cars over

.and over again so as to delay de.liv-
; ery and thereby create a panic, you
j find a prima facia cane."
I "Koston." Mr. Anderson added, turti-
| inp to the food situation, "is the only
J city at present sufTtnng. It even hai
a shortage of its favorite foodstuff--
beans.which are dow selling at seven
dollars a bushel."

j Mr. Anderson said that the depar-
' ments of agriculture, rumnierce -tnu

i fisheries, as well as the Intersta:.»'
'Commerce Commission are co-operat-
in>c in the investigation.

:rEP. CLARK MAKES
| A SERIOUS CHARGE
! WASHINGTON, l>*-r 1M -Chairman
Clark. ;ot' th*> Public Building Commit-

i tee. charged in a speech in th<- lions?
! today, that executive h'jaus of the

governnmen' wen- opposing th>- cum-

!mitt."s omnibus buildings
j bill because of a desire to "take Uie
'authorization of buildiugs a**a\ from
! Congress and pass lr to bureaucrat
:in the departments." He declared
certain representatives also wore

hoping to defeat the bill and then put
; through emergency appropriations

for buildings in larger cities without
' making corresponding provision for

, i hi-- MualU-r communities. Th»* mens
'

urp wil h** pressed for passage after
J thf. Christmas recess.

LATEST PICTURE OF QUEEN OF ROUMANIA.

This is t ho hi test photograph, of Queen Marie of Koumania, who

j/uith her king and royal family, has been driven from her home by
¦ the Herman invasion of Rouniania and capture of Bucharest. Fur-

Ithcr progress by the- Hermans in Roumailia may drive the Roumanian
| royal family into exile in Russia.

MAKE A SUCCESSFUL
. . STAND.JN DOBRUDJA

In Rumania Proper Teutons!
i Acfvancing Unchecked.

| Artillery Duels in West.
In the Dobrudja region of Rumania,

j where the Russo-Rurr.anian forces'
[have turned upon ihe invaders, the!
Teutonic Allies have b"en driven!
(from heights in the region A Balaabu- j
j ica and Dachkoj, and the Russians j
land Rumanians now are disputing:
j with them in a violent bailie the pos>- 1
session of other positions along this j

'line, in Rumania proper the Teutons;
i arc advancing along both sines of the,

' Insu-Raeovitzvri road, but are meet-.
ing with stea-dy resistance from the '

'Russians antf Rumanians. Along tiiej
. Pirtita-Siankuea front t'he Teutonic I

I Allies have pushed Pack the advance
"guard of tne" defenders. j
j Except for the battles in Rumania.
in the Carpathians southeast ot the
Kimpolung-.facobeni railway, where i

; the Russians have captures several;
heights, and at various points on the

j Russian front where attacks by the!
Russians have been repulsed by the
.Germans, little infantry activity is be-
ing displayed.

J The artillery duels have been spirit-
led at various points along the French
'front. Berlin reports a raid by Oer-
(
mans on British trenches and the cap- j
ture of four officers and twenty six!
.men. In another raid British troops;
entered German trenches near Arras,
but Inter were ejected. On the Verdun
.sector, where the French made a no-
table advance last week the Germans
'have violently bombarded th^ Louve-
mont-Vaux front.
Snow and rain are tailing in .Mace-1

donia, and aside front an ..ngagement
in the Cerna river bend region no in-!
fantry fighting has taken place. In I
this "sector Berlin reports that lhe|
iTeutonic Allies have held heights
east of Raralovo against strong Rus- j

!?ian attacks.
1 In Mesopotamia the British report
successful bombardments of Turkish
river craft and land positions in Ihe
region of Kut-Kl-Amara. I

j -uple i..nu shrdlu «'taoin hrdluutild
New Demands on Greece.

1. 1 ».\ T>< ».\. I Vo. 21. p. in..The
i t'fw not«' "f 1 1;.- !.'.». <-nl ». Miles to

< In i-.-. wliieli, ai-i 'ir.liiip to t i r- urul*-r-
! »t»indi;i? heri- w»i i>r--*'ni.iti t..i|;iy. in-'

! clin.es. s>n s 1 1<- m r --i-" T't-Rr-'iin o« -in -

puny. IS"1 r< 1 « w . 1 tr | n«- 1 1 I . ? r . n s

"Tl'e .-intrnl . i* ii'|?i:rsip!:s. |.i»s:s :ini|.
r;i Itwiiy r-le.-iso <.!' nil \ .lozi-list i-ris-
i iifr«. ilt> iirnPihii ion nia-t-l of re-;
sorvisi? ...i'I .>n iiimsiry !>y a mixed

I eommis.- ion 'nto ilv* oiM'irtiniu', s of t'e-'

FURTHER HEARINGS IN 1

| NEWS PRINT PROBE
WASHINGTON. Dec. LI. Further

hearings for all interests concerned
probably will he held before the fed¬
eral trad'* commission conclude* i'*
invesiication of the news print paper
industry. It, was made clear l or!a v

that the investigation. ordered h\ ceil

gress. is by no means considered com

pleted. and thai even if the piper di<-
tribuiion plan now being attempted is
successful, (here arc other points to

be cieared, up.
Consideration of the distribution

piao may develop, it was pointed out.
. thai no actual shortage evisls. Trade

.commission officials have declined to
say what will become of ihe manu¬
facturers' offer to sell under the dis¬
tribution plan to small publishers at
. the average contract price charued
! the hia companies if il is shown there

jis no shortage and that the distribu¬
tion plan is unnecessary.

FINAL ACTION TAKEN
BY DANISH-PARLIAMENT

Way Now Open for Exchange
of Ratifications.Possess

Strategic Value.
COPENHAGEN, Dec. 21, via Lon¬

don, 7:15 p. 7il. Both houses of the
Danish parliament now have approv¬
ed the sale of the Danish West Indies
lo ho United Stales. The Landsthlng
or upper house, voted favorably upon
the proposition today 40 to 19. The
bill for ratification or the treaty pro¬
viding for the sale was adopted by
the Eolkething yesterday.

Exchange Ratifications.
W ASHINGTON. Dee. 21.Approval

of Denmark's parliament of the treaty
by whfch the United. States will ac¬
quire the Danish West. Indies opens
t he way for a prompt, exchange of
ratifications between the two govern¬
ments, and consummation of negoti¬
ations' that have been in progress In¬
termittently since the Civil War. The
United States Senate has already-
given its approval and as soon as the
formal exchanges have taken place
the administration will press meas¬

ures in Congress appropriating the
purchase price, f25.00u.000 .and pro¬
viding for the institution of an Ameri¬
can territorial govunuiient on the is¬
lands.
American National strategists lor

years have regarded. possession ot
"this little arehipelago, lying titty
miles east of Porto Rico, as absolute¬
ly necessary lo prevent any European
power from acquiring it and moveover
to establish there a great naval base
and coaling station for the United
States fleet. Commercially the is-

islands are regarded as of eompara-
lively little value. There are three
of them. St. Thomas. St. John and
St. C'roix, and on their 1-12 square
miles live some 3:?.000 people, nine-
tenths of whom are negroes employed
on sugar cane plantations.

Foreign interference having been
credited with upsetting at b ast once
in the past plans for acquiring the
islands, negotiations this time were
conducted with the utmost secrecy.

EIGHT lURED IN
C. & 0. DERAILMENT

HI'NTlNlITt >N. \V. Ya.. Dee. 21.
Eight persons were injured .late mda>
when two coaches and a parlor car n|
a Chesapeake A- Ohio train were de
railed on the Greenbrier district, twt
mib s east of Marlinton. \V. Ya. All
the injured were taken to the lios
pital in Marlinton.
According to reports here none ol

the passengers was seriously injured
although the parlor car turned over
Those injured are:

V. II. Blake. Iloston. Mass: Mi-- C
f. Kcisier, Marlinton. \Y Ya.: \\. II
linker, Jr.. superintendent S- we|| Val
lev Railway company, of liainelle. \Y
Ya.: M. M. t'ai)e||. Norwood. Ya.: II

Scott. Richmond. Ya.: Mr. and Mrs
L. E. I'ra'/.ier and K. II. i'"iMi> ad
dresses not known.

A broil* n rail is said t" hay catiset:
lie derailment. Tin t liv. nbrier ills

trie! includes points between luirbti!
and Uonceverte. where the brand:
joins the main line. The tram was

proceeding toward rjoncevertc.

increase granted.
NK\Y t'ASTLE." I'a.. IVc. 21. -Tie-

Pennsylvania Engineering today an

noiiiiced an increase ot 1" per ceni

in the wages <>T its employes. effeoihi
Jan 1 More than -t men an

affectec'

{FRAMEHUM
! TIMING BILL
jWILL BE COMPLETED

INSIDE OF MONTH
jAnd Will Then Be Sent to
| Congress.General Scott
I Closely Questioned.
| WASKINGTON, ~l>ec. 21.A defV
j nlte plan for univenui1 military train-
I ing will be laid before Congress next

I mojitii in tlie sbape of a bill forraulat- 1
(Ml bv the general «»taff of the army, |

, accompanied by complete estimates
j of cost as compared 10 the present
! volunteer system. Major General j
Hugh L. Scott, chief of staff, told the

illou.se Military Committee today that;
j the. work was in progress and would
i require about a month to complete, j
j Chairman Dent said the committee.;
would be glad to see tho bill.
General Scott was subjected to

sharp cross examination today on his >,

(reiterated recommendation for a uni-
| versa! service measure, based jn part j

j on results ol' the volunteer system, aft;
shown in the mobilization of the Na-

jilonal Guard for border service. Five
of- the twenty two members of the!
committee took occasion to assert j
their belief in the theory of univer-
sal service, while two emphatically [
declared against such a system.
Those favoring were Representatives
Kalni. (Jreene of Vermont nnd Tilson,
of Connecticut, Republicans and 01-
nev of .Massachusetts and Farlev of j
New York, Democrats, while those I

j opposed were Representatives McKel-
j lar of Tennessee and Quinu of Mis¬
sissippi, Democrats.
The statement of Representative /

| Tilson, himself a Colonel in the Na- j
tional Guard, followed General Scott's

! repeated assertion that the federaliza-
lion of the National Guard, accom¬
plished as far as possible by thq na¬

tional defense act would not meet the
country's military needs.
"Many members, say a majority of

the National Guardsmen who come j
back from the border are in favor of
universal service" declared the chief j
of staff. i

"I agree with you," Representative
Tilson said, "that voluntary military
service is not an adequate system and
probably would br^ak down in time of
war as it has done beforo. Tbe Na¬
tional Guardsmen who come back
from the border are in favor of uni¬
versal service" declared the chief of
staff.

"J agree with you," Representative
Tilson said, "that voluntary military
service is not an adequate, system and
probably would break down Jn time
of war as n lias done beotre. The
National Guard system in particuU. j
is economically unwise because of the:
dual control over the forces by the
federal government and the state."
Taking up the report on the moblli- J

zation of the guard which General)
! Scott presented to supoprt his ar-

j raigmment of any volunteer system
.Representative Tilson continued:

Is It Fair To Guard?
"Hut do you think it is quite fair

to i.1m? National Cuard?"
(Continued on Pa^o Nine.)

U. S. VESSELS SHOULD
i PAY CHEAPER TOLLS

NfvW . YORK, Dec. 2.1 American
ships sliouhl bo permit led to pass
'through the Panama Canal al lower
j Lolls than foreign vessels, declared
Charles M. Schwab, president of 'the
Bethlehem Steel Corporation, in an
address at a dinner given in Ids honor

J by Lotus Club tonight. The steel man-
I nfiU't urer suggested this method to

j influence American ship owners
i against. transferring their vessels to
i foreign registry after the war and to

{offset the disadvantage .suffered by
| the Americans in paying approximate¬

ly forty percent, more wages than
owners of British and Norwegian

jshiivs."Of course, so Jong; as the war lasts
] and the United States remains neu-
itral, nothing will prevent a tremeL.
| dons increase in the American mer-i

i chant, marine said .Mr. Schwab. "The |
'real point, however, is that, if present
dues, wages and other restrictions J

; u pon vessels flying the American flag1
| prevail after the war. American own-

ers will again transfer their vessels;
jto foreign registry. When the wage [
Jlteni alone, under American registry,!
'Costs under ordinary conditions in;
the neighborhood of forty percent
more than British or Norwegian own-,
led vessels, it is not difficult to see

j T ho outcome of the situation.
"To meet, this, as one step In ad-

vapeo. | suggest that ships living thej
(American flag will be permitted to

pass t h rout: It the t'nnama Canal at j
iiofrer tolls than foreign ships."

IRISH PRISONERS

j I,ON I 'ON. )i e. 1*1. lo:.*..", p. m. -The !
' government has derided to release the;

! i. Irish prisoners who wr>' inienn'il af-j
1 the rebellion in Ireland. Henry K.
I Mike c hief seiTerary lor Ireland, an-*
nounced in t h .- House of Commons ii>-

i day :

'[ "The tine' has come when the ad-*
'[ vantages of releasing iliese ne-n Tar

jOinweigli the risk, and I have so ad-;
vised i lit; government. Steps. ihei*e-.

[ fi'W'e, Wel'e I il t\ < 1 1 lo-day to proceed,
, wi'ii lie leas: possible delay, lo return

he iiiieiiied prisoners lo their homes.")
According lo ilu* statement of ii r>

Secretary for Hon"* Affairs in i lie j
I House of ''ominous la.-t October. ilvrci
i were r»7ti Irishmen interned in conneC-j

j t ion with tiie rei eru rebellion.

>| THE WEATHER.

WASHINGTON. P. C.. Dec. 21..
Forecast :
Ohio. Sf'0-.v Friday colder in cast; j

. ! Saturday generally fair.
West Virginia. Rain or snow, colder

Friday: Saturday probably fair.
Western Pennsylvania . Snow in j

north, snow or rain in south portion
Friday; Saturday probably fair. I

PUSH AMENDMENT
FOR PROHIBITION

FRIENDS IN CONGRESS
TO PRESS FOR A VOTE

Senate Committee to Report
Amendment Favorably.

Will Be Defeated.
WASHINGTON, Dec. 21.Immedi¬

ately after the holidays advocates of
prohibition in Congress plan to carr>
on a vigorous campaign for the pro¬
posed Federal constitutional amend¬
ment. and to exert every possible ef¬
fort to get a vote on It at this session |in spite of the general belief that it
will be beaten.
The Senate's judiciary committee's

action today, in voting to report the
amendment with a recommendation
for Its passage opened the way for
the resolution In both Houses, the!
House Judiciary Committee having
taken similar action two weeks ago. jIn the House it is proposed to appeal
soon after the Christmas recess to
the Rules Committee for ji specie
rule to bring the resolution before the'
House for a vote.within a prescrib- ,

ed time. Champions of the resolution
in the Senate can resort to no Buch
parliamentary expedients, and must
take their chance of getting the ;
amendment ahead of otner leglsu.
tlon.
The Senate Committee amended ;

the wording of the resolution but its
effect Is unchanged and would pro-
hibit the manufacture, importation
and sale of liquor for beverage pur¬
poses in t.he United States.
Even the most ardent advocates of

the amendment do not anticipate vie-
lory at this session inasmuch as a
two-thirds majority of both houses is ;
required. But they do expect an in- >

creased majority lor the amendment !
in both houses, and ultimate victory
in the Sixty-Fifth Congress is their j
hope.
The District of Columbia prohibl-

tion bill will be voted on in the Sen- J
ate January 9. Another measure to
bar liquor advertising from the malls
in prohibition states was favorably re-
ported today from the Senate Postof-
fice Committee.

EIGHT RAiTRMDS ARE
NOT PLAYING TAIR

WASHINGTON, Dec. 21.In line':
with its announced policy of bringing I
before the bar of public opinion the]railroads which do not co-operate in I
car re-districting plane, the commis-
sion on car service of the American
Railway Association announced to¬
night, that eight roads had failed to
carry out recommended re-distribti-
tion* measures. The announcement ;
expresses a hope "thRt these lines
will at once show a marked improve¬
ment in their performance." Tht^
roads named are:
"The Boston and Albany, the Maine :

Central; the Lehigh Valley, the Phil-:
adelphia and Reading; the New York
Central; the Michigan Central; the
Wabash and Toledo and Ohio Central.

"It is clearly apparent" says the an¬
nouncement, "that these companies
having an excess of box car equip¬
ment, have not complied with the re¬
quest of the commission on car ser¬
vice to deliver a designated exciess of
box cars to Southern and Western
connections above the number of box
cars received from such connections."

Several other roads, it was said, ap¬
peared to have been derelict in com-
plving with requests for box car re¬
distribution, but the information re¬
garding them was not complete. The
announcement stated also that a
number of roads had not shown the
desired improvement in aiding re-dis-
tributlon of coal cars, but that factors
other than the good will of the roads
themselves had entered Into that sit-
nation.

TWO AUTOS STOLEN
IN WASHINGTON, PA. i
Oi«»trh lr< tlx* intnllisencrr. t

WASHINGTON*. Pa., Dec. 21.Po¬
lice nf all neighboring cities have been
notified to watch for two men alleged
to have stolen two five passenger
Ford automobiles here tonight. The
: hefts were made during the early |(
part of the evening, they securing
both machines in the heart of the!]
business section. The cars were),
owned by Dr. M. J. Brannen, of Wash- j
ingion. Pa., and W. A. Gray, of Can-]
nonsburg. The former bore Pennsyl-
vania license tag No. 225,08ti, and the!'
latter No. .vt,S79. Shortly after 11:30
o'clock tonight thieves forced en-
trance into an Italian restaurant on I
Chestnut street, and secured several Si
boxes of candy. It is not thought thatj
anything else of value is missing. II. ji
is believed that, the men who entered,
the restaurant committed the auto
robbery.

ARGUMENTS MAl IN
BENWOOD WATER CASE,
fllARMSSTOX, W. Va.. Dec. 1. |

Arguments were made today before
Public Service Commissioner on the
petition of the Pen wood Water Com
pany, which seeks permission to ad
vance the rates charger! to consum
¦.rs. The evidence in this case
heard by President K. F. .Morgan of j
. lie commission at Wheeling some
linif ago.

It was Tint announced whether the
company's counsel, wil file briefs.
Coui'.-el appeared 'beofrc the com- |
mission representing the city of Ben- 1
wood and the city of McMechcn as

well as the company.
KINNEY WINS OUT. J

BRAZIL, I nd., Dec. 21.. The United
Mine Workers of America, District )
No. S (the block coal district of In- {
diana), lias elected James Kinney, of
Perth, president, and James 'Foster, of
Perth, vice-president. The contest be¬
tween Kdwnrd Haverkatnp. of Brazil,
and Ira Xtoit'-r. of Diamond, for sec¬

retary treasurer, is so close that the
official count will determine the
winner I

LONDON ADMITS IT
WAS UNEXPECTED

Official Silence Maintained anc

Text Will Be Published
in Papers Today.

LONDON, Dec.~2lTlO:30 a. m..
In Berlin diplomatic circles, »ay»
an Exchange Telegraph dispatch '.

from Amsterdam, it is understood ..

that the German Emperor will at
an early date summon to head- \
quarters the American Ambassa* »'

dor, James W. Gerard, with the
view to discussing with him pos-

"

sible American mediation and
action.

LONDON, Dec. 21 (11:28 p. m.)-r
Absolute and startling surprise was

the flrsL feeling in Great Britain
aroused by President Wilson's note.
The government was surprised, and
frankly admitted so. The members of
parliament were equally surprised,
when the news spread through botli
houses during the afternoon session.
The newspaper offices were sur¬

prised and undoubtedly the public
will be equally surprised when they
read Ambassador Page's statement' to
the foreign office m" the morning
papers. All information from Araer- -

ica in the last few days, both in
despatches from the usually best in¬
formed Washington correspondent!
and in advices to the banking and
business firms, has said that the pres¬
ident had no intention of taking any
steps toward peace or making any
move in European affairs. When h«
transmitted Germany's note to Greali
Britain without comment, it was as¬
sumed that this action represented hie
general attitude toward the European .

situation. .Yi.
Most of the newspapers commented V:

upon this course with «ai isfactl jr. "vg
The tenor of their commt lomor- '5
row will be that Preiiiie.- Lloyd ¦*'.;.
George's speech and the speeches of
the Russian, French and Italian
statesmen have affirmed the omenta
allies' position and that unler.s the
German government gives notice of
the nature of the proposals which it*
would bring to a conference the allies
cannot accept the invitation io »H.
around an European council ' table i'oF'g
a discussion of tis tennis. «

Official Silence.
In government circles offtrlclv

lence is observed regarding President
Wilson's note suggesting ah exchange
of views among the belligerents/ ;V;
which will bo given out for. publica-
tion in Friday morning's newspapers.
It is expected that, this delay in pub-
lication is due in part to the adequate V
surprise caused by the receipt of the
note which was altogether unexpected,,
and in part to a desire to admit of itsjisimultaneous publication in all the*
entente allied countries. %
While it cannot be said that the note <;

was received with anything resembling
a feeling of resentme.nt, the Associated

Press is enabled to say that its suddens v.
and unexpected receipt puzzled official¬
dom. which was unprepared for it bo. ,

close upon the heels of the German '.

(Continued on Pftje Wln«.)

$2,500,000 PLEDGED ,

FOR RELIEF OF JEWS
___

NEW YORK, Dec. 21.Nearly $2,-
500,000 for the relief of Jewish war
sufferers in Europe was pledged at a

great mass meeting in Carnegie Hall
tonight. Jacob H. Schiff of this city >

and Julius S. Rosenwald. of Chicago,
headed the list with $100,000 each. A ,

total of $466,875 was subscribed by
fortj' persons. v

The meeting wag the first step ii» .v
3. campaign undertaken by the Ameri- -

can Jewish Central Committee and
the People's Relief Committee to
raise $10,000,000 for war relief mea*
ures in 1917. The subscription re¬
ceived tonight came not only from
New York but all parts of the coun*
try. 4 r3
Thousands of Jews who had not

been supplied with tickets surround*
ad the hall before the doors wero -. j
opened. Rich and poor, old and young,
struggled for admission. Prosperouf
business men rubbed shoulders wltll
struggling immigrants who had---
brought their families to learn what
they could do to aid the homeless and
starving in war-torn Europe. Women
and girls who had toiled all day In
shops and stores went dinnerleas that >'!
they might be on hand early.

PARRAL AROUT TO OE
ATTACKED BY VILLA L'&£

EL PASO. Tex., lie.:. 21..Five Am
erirans and one other foreigner who
arrived here today from Parral by way
nf Torreon reported Torreon about tc
be attacked by Villa forces. ~

Alexander Ricatui, the French clU- Vr!
zen who was reported' to have geetf
killed by Villa followers in Parral. .-/

still was missing when the refugee*
left that town, one of the American*
of t ho party said today. ¦)'.
This American gavn additional do

tails nf the killine of Howard Gray o»

Weeks, the American mining man Rl
i'arral. While Gray was eating^hls :¦%
supper, he said, Villa followers went
to his house, sfrurk him over tic
head with their guns, and after almost
stripping him made him walk foi
miles over a rough road toward Parral
When within three miles of Parral

lie was killed as his body was, found :

there several days later. The body
was covered with saber cuts, he said. .£

G. W. -McKee. the only American r»v

maining in the Parral district, was htd*
ing in the mountains,- the American! >
reported. Herbert Beard and Herbert >

Fountain, two British subject*, wera
also in the mountains near Parral.

OAS SHORTAGE KIUXTIO.
FAIRMONT, W* Va.. Dec. 21..Follow- ^

inc a «lr« >t> in temperature that relieved
tin- shortage of natural sas. factorlM '.>
nt' the Fairmont' rlistrli-t returned opera¬
tions to-ilay after a week's suspension.


